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Empowering Data Collection

The uniquely designed survey and focus group empowered individuals on both sides of the data
collection process. The participatory crafting of the survey created a meaningful opportunity for
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The importance of identifying existing resources education.

to incorporate into the action plan cannot be

overstated. The coalition was adamant about creating a sustainable action plan with attainable
goals, a strategy that also increased the visibility of existing work. The neighborhood sites
became more aware of the variety of available resources while completing the action plan and can
now better engage men with diverse needs.

During several coalition meetings, the neighborhood sites were invited to share their own
interpretations of the data. Though most of these conversations formed the substance of the
action plan, the coalition also had more informal, less task-oriented conversations about the
data. As organizations focused on housing and financial opportunity, these conversations
illuminated the clear intersections between their work and mental well-being. They also
solidified the need for a cross-sector approach to address these issues.
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